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objective might Include: rapid communications systems for linking libraries
{computers, TWX, or telephones); delivery systems (telcfrtcslml le, trucks or
mail); location tools (published or computer-based lists of library holdings),
computer-based information retrieval and information processing systems; and
the costs and fees associated with these activities Including the training of
personnel.

Program Effectiveness: The following summary Is based on findings presented
Tn the evaluation study by Applied Management Sciences, Inc.* completed five
years ago (See E.2). These findings are still relevant to current operations.
However, the data here do not reflect the Impact of tfta more than doubllny of
the LSCA III annual appropriation since the evaluation study was conducted.

1.    Effects on the Institutional   Patterns of Organization,

o      In  conjunction with LSCA Title   I,   Title   lit program  funds  have brought

about a greater centralization   of public library planning  and coordination
at State and regional  levels,

o      Program funds have been a major driving  force behind  the development of
multilibrary cooperation   and    networking   primarily    at   the    State   levels.

o      Approximately 20 percent of  LSCA  I  funds also  ware used by  the States to
partially or   completely   support   multilibrary   and   networking   activities.

2.    Effects on State Support

o      LSCA III 1s credited as having a major Influence on State*  legislatures

1n  passing and modifying legislation   favoring   cooperation   and networking,

3.    Effects on  Improving Access  to   Library  Resources

o      Access to computer-based information   services  was greatly enhanced through
program funding  of regional,    state,   and  multi-state   cooperative networks,

o      Access to book and periodical   library resources was enhanced through LSCA
III support of information   processing   systems  linked to bibliographic data
banks.

o It was judged that interlibrary loan and reference source referral services
were an efficient and proper means of providing access to a wide variety
of library resources and services. However, there was some question as to
how many individuals actually needed and used these services.

o     The program Influenced nearly 40 percent of the States to make changes in
legislation favorably affecting  library cooperation   and networking.

4.    Impact on  Innovation In Library Services!/

o      Experimental research and demonstration  activities accounted for slightly
less than 15 percent of LSCA  III  projects.stitutions.nately Black (not HBCU)              125,545                   134,075
